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curriculum vitae 

 

26.01.1943 born in Zwittau (Czech Republic) 

1963 - 1967 Studies in Law and Theology, King's College, London; 

 LL.B. Honours, Associate of King's College (A.K.C.) (Theology) 

1967 - 1971 Studies in Law, University of Kiel; 

 First State Examination in Laws, Schleswig 

1972 - 1973 Lecturer in German Law, University of Surrey and Assistant in Comparative Law 

and Jurisprudence, King's College, London 

1974 Dr. iuris, Kiel, with thesis "Control of Administration in English Administrative 

Law", State Prize for thesis 1975, published 1976. 

1975 Second State Examination in Laws, Hamburg 

1975 - 1980 Research Assistant, Institute of International Law, University of Kiel 

1980 - 1983 Senior Research Assistant, University of Kiel 

1983 "Habilitation" for Public and International Law, with post-doctoral thesis:  

 "Theory of Human Rights Standards", published 1986 

1983 - 1986 Professor of Public and International Law, University of Mainz 

1986 - 1993 Chair of Public and International Law, University of Marburg and Director, 

 Institute of Public Law, and of Department of International Law, Marburg 

1989/1990 Dean of the Faculty 

1990 – 1992            Visiting Professor of Public and International Law, University of Jena 

 1993 - 2008 Chair of German and Comparative Public Law, European and International Law, 

                               University of Mannheim    

Since 1997 Director and founder of the Institute for Inland Navigation Law, University of 

Mannheim 

1989 - 2008 Director of Studies for International Law and Examiner Foreign Office, Bonn/Berlin 

Since 1993 Committee Member, German Association of Comparative Law and Chairman, 

Comparative Public Law Section ( until 2007) 

1997-2012 Member, and Vice-Chairperson (until 2007), of UN Committee on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights, Geneva 

2000 - 2014 Director, Institute for German, European and International Medical Law, Public 

Health Law and Bioethics of the Universities of Heidelberg and Mannheim 

2005 - 2012         Member of Scientific Advisory Council, German Foreign Office, Berlin, 
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Since 2007         Judge, Permanent Court of Arbitration, The Hague    

until 2013          Chairperson, Scientific Advisory Board, Max Planck Institute of Comparative 

Public Law, International Law and European Law, Heidelberg 

 2002-2010 Member of Joint Expert Group, Committees on Conventions and 

Recommendations, UNESCO (CRE), and Committee on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights 

 2013 - 2017        Member of German delegation of Committee on Conventions and 

Recommendations (CRE), UNESCO, Paris 

2003 - 2016 Member and Chairperson (since 2008), Board of Trustees, German Institute for 

Human Rights, Berlin  

1997 - 2001 Pro-Vice-Chancellor, University of Mannheim 

 

Since 1989 Visiting Professorships: University of Surrey/Guildford; University of Jena; 

 Korea University, Seoul; University Paris X-Sceaux; Kingston University/London; 

University of Connecticut, Hartford, Conn., USA; Andrassy University, Budapest: 

Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights;  

Since 2001 Honorary Adjunct Professor, University of Adelaide, Australia; Honorary Visiting 

Professor, University of Kingston, London, United Kingdom 

 2009 - 2012            Swiss Chair of Human Rights, Institut de Hautes Etudes Internationales et du 

                                Développement, and Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and 

Human Rights   

2013 - 2017           Visiting Professor, Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and 

Human Rights 

2013                      Award of Order of Merit, Federal Republic of Germany 

Since 1971 married to Dr. med. Heinke Riedel, née Volkers, two sons: Oliver, Benedict. 
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